
Anti-Acne
Anti-Bacterial

Reduced Photosensitivity

MacDerma™ MA



TEST SPECIFICATION

Appearance White crystalline

powder

Assay ≥ 99%

Melting Point 117 - 121ºC

MacDerma™ MA (DL-Mandelic Acid) is an alpha hydroxyl acid
(AHA). Alpha hydroxy acids speed up the cellular turnover rate,
ridding the skin of dead skill cells that enhance the natural
creases in skin and dull the complexion. MacDerma™ MA is the
largest aromatic AHA. Since it has a large molecular size it is
less of an irritant, making it even more popular than glycolic
acid in skin care. It is suitable for all skin types and
complexions. 

F O R M U L A T I O N 

G U I D E L I N E S

E F F I C A C Y  T E S T I N G

Chemical Peels
Face Washes
Cleaners

Moisturizers
Eye Lift Creams
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S O L U B I L I T Y :
Soluble in water and ether

R E C O M M E N D E D  U S E  L E V E L :
4.0% - 10.0%

MacDerma™ MAMacDerma™ MA

INCI NAME
Mandelic Acid



CAS NUMBER

90-64-2



A P P L I C A T I O N S

Anti-Acne

Anti-Bacterial

Reduced Photosensitivity

Exfoliant

T Y P I C A L  P R O P E R T I E S

Effect of Mandelic Acid on Skin Photosensitivity 1

RESULT
Mandelic Acid induces less photosensitivity than glycolic acid

In Vivo testing of effect of Mandelic Acid on Acne 2

RESULT
The total acne score improved 52.3% in the salicylic-mandelic peel group vs 27.3%

in the glycolic acid peel group (P<0.001) 
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Twenty volunteers, ages 25-35

were treated with 10% acids for


four weeks and exposed to

UVB irradiation. Percent


photosensitivity was

calculated from the erythema
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Salicylic-Mandelic Peel Glycolic Acid Peel

Twenty-two subjects received 35% glycolic acid peels or 20% salicylic-10%

mandelic acid peels every 2 weeks





